
The Mover’s Choice Program uses the Business Auto Coverage Form with a Truckers Endorsement for our moving and 
storage customers.  The competitors in the insurance marketplace often use the Motor Carrier Coverage Form.  For 
Moving & Storage Companies there are two notable di�erences between these two forms.  
The primary di�erence between the Mover’s Choice and the Motor Carriers Coverage Form is regulation vs. contract. 
The Mover’s Choice Form refers speci�cally to the insured’s business as a trucker and to the operating rights granted by 
a public authority. The Motor Carrier Coverage Form does not refer to the operation or the operating rights granted by 
a public authority but looks to the contractual relationship between the motor carrier and its independent contractors 
and the contractual relationship you as an agent might have with your van line. 
Simply stated if your auto liability insurance coverage is provided on a Motor Carrier Coverage Form you have moved 
away from a system primarily based on the question, ‘whose name is on the bill of lading’ or ‘whose name or authority 
number is on the side of the truck’ to a detailed review of the contractual language in the lease agreement with your 
independent operators or your van line.  On the Mover’s Choice form if you are required to provide primary coverage to 
your van line a simple endorsement to the form will extend that coverage.

If one of your Independent Contractors is under dispatch operating under your authority and involved in a accident, 
under the Mover’s Choice Program on a Business Auto Coverage Form with a Truckers Endorsement coverage is 
triggered by following language that states that “the owner or anyone else from whom you hire or borrow a covered 
auto that is being used pursuant to operating rights granted to you by a public authority”.  Therefore coverage for your 
contractors would automatically extend on a primary basis to them unless they had coverage in force and named you 
as additional insured/primary coverage.  But the key here is PRESUMPTION of coverage which works in your favor.

If your auto liability policy is issued by a competitor using the Motor Carrier Coverage Form and one of your Indepen-
dent Contractors under dispatch operating under your authority is involved in an accident,   the coverage ‘trigger’ is 
determined by the contractual language in your lease agreement with your Independent Contractor.  First, in the "who 
is an insured" section of a Motor Carrier policy, lessors leased to the motor carrier are covered if the lease agreement 
does not require the lessor to hold the insured harmless as long as the vehicle is used in the scope of the insured's 
business as a motor carrier for hire. Because most independent contractor lease agreements require the independent 
contractor to indemnify and hold harmless the motor carrier, the vehicle owner would likely not be insured under the 
motor carrier policy unless the owner is the driver. This is a big change from the historical system for insuring indepen-
dent contractors through the motor carrier. Thus, the owner of the leased vehicle may be left out of the risk manage-
ment plan.

This is one of the reasons a trend is developing with Independent Contractors carrying their own Primary commercial 
Auto Liability, listing their Motor Carrier as an Additional Insured on the policy….this provides ‘�rst dollar defense’ for 
the Motor Carrier.

The Motor Carrier Form assumes that most independent contractors do not maintain their own auto liability policy and 
looks to the Motor Carrier’s policy for coverage determined by the contractual language.  A Business Auto Form with a 
Truckers Endorsement protects the Motor Carrier for the operations of the Independent Contractor while operating 
under the Motor Carrier’s authority without consideration of a contract.

The other notable di�erence in the Mover’s Choice form is when compared to the Motor Carrier Form is the ‘other 
insurance clause’.   The Mover’s Choice form  provides “primary coverage for any covered ‘auto’ while hired or borrowed 
by you and used exclusively in your business as a ‘trucker’ and pursuant to operating rights granted to you by a public 
authority”.  The Motor Carrier form provides primary coverage if the contractual language in the independent contrac-
tor agreement does not hold the Motor Carrier harmless.  To summarize the signi�cant di�erence is that the Mover’s 
Choice Program using the Business Auto Form with Truckers Endorsement determines coverage by ‘authority’ vs. the 
Motor Carrier form determining coverage by the contractual language in the independent contractor agreement.
Due to this critical di�erence it is critical that a transportation attorney review your contracts before purchasing your 
insurance program from a company that is using the Motor Carrier form.
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